Bliss was it in that

dawn to be alive,
But to be young was

very Heaven I

WORDSWORTH

"BLISS IN THAT DAWN"

THE defeat of the Tsar and the first Russian Revolution, in spite
of its suppression, opened the flood-gates of the people's move-
ment, and the East began really to awake.   In Persia in 1906,
in the Ottoman Empire of the Turks in 1908, in China in 1907, and
then on a greater scale in 1912, revolution made its appearance.   In
India there began in 1905 a movement towards liberation of a kind
never known before.   The Marquess Curzon, then Viceroy of India,
even wrote "a State Paper in which he drew a parallel between the
dangers confronting Tsardom and the similar dangers that confronted
the similar despotism " in India.1

The focus of various discontents in the country was what is known
as the Partition of Bengal. Lord Curzon, who had been gleefully
welcomed by Congress orators who admired his Ciceronian periods,
made himself, in the two ill-fated terms of his office, the most hated
man in India, His costly Durbars mocking the misery of our people
who were dying of sheer hunger by the hundred thousand, his attack
on the elected element in the Calcutta Corporation, his expensive
Tibetan expedition, his attempt to officialise the Universities and
curtail higher education, his shameless homily on Oriental character
and its lack of veracity, tried the patience even of the most stoic
among our Anglophil leaders. And in vulgar parlance, he put the
tin-hat on everything, when he ordered the dismemberment of the
most advanced province in India and drove to desperation a sensitive
people.

The Government of Bengal covered, no doubt, an extensive area,
and suggestions were put forward as early as 1873 for its reduction.
As usual with them, however, bureaucrats approached the problem

i B. Page Arnot, "A Short History of the Russian Revolution", (London, 1937),
Vol. I. p. 64.